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I. CALL TO ORDER:   

Vice-Chair Scolari called the Public Session to order at 6:00 PM 
 

ROLL CALL: 

Commissioners Staff  

Chair Susan O’Hara (absent) Deputy Director of Public Works/Parks Kevin Carter  

Vice Chair Toni Scolari  Depot Museum Curator Alex Service 

Commissioner Mike Murray Council Representative 

Commissioner Pam Zana  Councilmember Doug Strehl  

  
  

II. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None. 
 

III. PRESENTATIONS  

A. Book Projects 

Curator Service reported that Arcadia Publishing has approved the second volume of Mills of Humboldt 

County for publication.  The deadline for submitting all book materials is August 1, 2017.  O’Hara and 

Sevice have suggested to the publisher two potential dates to target for the book’s release: early March 2018, 

to coincide with the Logging Conference, or late May 2018, the beginning of the summer season. 

B. Update on Memorial to Fortuna City Council Member Linda Gardner 

After discussion, the following text was proposed for the plaque to accompany the 1965 Wanda Gardner 

drawing of the Fortuna Depot: “In memory of Wanda Gardner, artist/and of Linda Gardner/For her service to 

the community.”  The drawing will be re-matted and framed by “How’s it Hanging,” with a plaque by 

Ferndale Jewelers.  There was discussion of further community plans for memorials to Linda Gardner.  The 

City Council is discussing plans, and will possibly contribute a plaque for the memorial bench that the 

Fortuna Garden Club are planning to donate to the Monday Club. 

C. Update on Purchase of Fire-Proof/Water-Proof Safe for Selected Museum Collection Items 

Discussion continued on options for improving the fire-safety of the museum collection and museum 

building.  Commissioner Murray requested input from Deputy Director Carter, who has professional 

background in this field.  Carter and Service will touch bases on the question of purchasing a safe in their 

upcoming meeting on the museum’s 2017-18 budget request.  Commissioner Scolari suggested inviting 

someone from the Fortuna Volunteer Fire Department to visit with us on these questions; Chief Lon 

Winburn would be a good resource.  Carter discussed oxygen-removing sprinkler systems; he stated that they 

work well but are quite expensive.  Scolari inquired whether the museum’s insurance costs would go down if 

we had such a sprinkler system; Carter replied that they probably would not, since the insurance coverage is 

on the value of the building.  Councilmember Strehl stated that further fire-prevention options are worth 

investigating, since money for such a project may become available in the next few years.  Carter stated that 

all City departments should be identifying appropriate projects to request as funds become available.  Scolari 

suggested that we move forward by investigating how the inner room of the storage area could be made more 

fire-safe, and deciding what collection items would be placed in a safe. 

          Discussion turned to other security systems for the museum and the park.  Carter reported that he has 

received a bid from Advanced Security for adding more cameras to the museum’s security camera coverage, 

and that he will get one additional bid.  The office camera is also being upgraded; there is a need for a high-

definition camera.  The new cameras which will be added to the museum’s system are one above the front 

door focusing on the speed-bump area, to capture the license plates of cars entering the park, and two at the 

back corner of the building, one aiming toward the caboose and one covering the back dock area.  
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Carter and Service will meet next week to draft the museum’s budget request.  The Humboldt Beacon 

electronic archive purchase will be included as a line item; also to be considered are the security and fire-

proofing options and the advertising budget.  It was mentioned that we should also determine when we will 

next need to update and reprint the museum’s brochure. 

               

IV. CONSENT CALENDAR  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Review and approve minutes of Fortuna Historical Commission meeting January 

11, 2017  and staff report for January-February 2017 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

No public comment was heard. 
 

COMMISSION ACTION: 

Commissioner Zana, seconded by Commissioner Murray, to approve the minutes of January 11, 2017 November 9, 

2016 and the staff report for January-February 2017. Voice vote. 
 

AYES: Murray, Scolari and Zana 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: Commissioner O’Hara 

ABSTAIN: None 

Motion Carried 3-0 
 

V. BUSINESS 
 

A. Accessions/De-Accessions (Action Item) 

 STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 Accept the proposed accessions into the museum collection. 
 

 STAFF REPORT:  

No de-accesssions were proposed for this meeting.  However, a de-accession request has recently been 

received, which will be on the agenda for the May 10, 2017.  Tim Weiland has requested the return of his 1992 Desert 

Strom uniform, which he donated to the Depot Museum in 1993.  He has offered to donate another of his U.S. Army 

uniforms in return for the de-accession of his Desert Storm Uniform. 

The following potential accessions have been donated to the Fortuna Depot Museum.  From North Coast 

Repertory Theatre: Items donated to theater’s fund-raising rummage sale.  Wooden butter-shaping mold.  Book The 

Children’s Hour with Uncle Arthur, Book 2, circa 1940s.  Saloon token from M. J. Weber’s Club Room, Rohnerville, 

Cal.   From Susan J. P. O’Hara: Reprint of panoamic photograph of Weott main street. From Alex Service: Spoof 

military document, type-written, 3 pages, headed “Army Service Forces, Ninth Service Command, 

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP BEALE, CALIFORNIA.”  Circa 1945.  Humorous “instructions” for servicemen 

returning to civilian life.  From Eldon Whitehead: Wooden ring-type cheese mold used in Louis Bucher’s Fortuna 

cheese factory, circa 1965.  Adding machine used in office of The Pacific Lumber Company, Scotia, circa 1930s.  

From Pam Zana: Photographs and postcard from the collection of Linda Gardner: two B&w rodeo snapshots, one 

dated September 1960, three b&w snapshots Fortuna Rodeo parade, July 1962, two undated b&w snapshots of Flowers 

by Frances business in Fortuna (now Food + Beverage market), one undated b&w snapshot of Fortuna Main Street 

circa 1960s, faded color snapshot showing a woman and a man standing by the sign for the Shrine Tree, with a hand-

written sign added showing the 1964 Flood high water mark, commercial b&w photograph of The Cathedral Tree, 

“Sacred Tree of the Redwoods,” four color snapshots of Fortuna Main Street damage following the 1992 earthquakes, 

color postcard “Fortuna, California” with photograph by Bob  von Normann.  Antique newspapers: Humboldt Times 

July 23, 1907, with front page story on the Columbia shipwreck off Point Gorda, “Save the Redwoods” edition of The 

Ferndale Enterprise, February 27, 1920, Humboldt Standard, November 22, 1963, front page coverage of Kennedy 

assassination, Humboldt Times, April 4, 1965, Times Standard August 9, 1974 with front page coverage of Nixon’s 

resignation.  
 

 PUBLIC COMMENT: 

No public comment was heard. 
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COMMISSION ACTION: 

Commissioner Murray moved, seconded by Commissioner Zana, to accept the proposed accessions into the museum 

collection.  Voice vote. 
 

AYES: Commissioners Murray, Scolari and Zana 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: Commissioner O’Hara 

ABSTAIN: None 

Motion Carried 3-0 
 

VI. STAFF REPORTS 

1. Fortuna Depot Museum Curator Report 

Curator Service reported on the first exhibit in our new “community loan” case: a diorama by Marv Singer depicting a 

typical American town of the 1930s-40s.  The diorama will be on display through June.  In discussion, it was 

suggested that we should contact Mary Bullwinkel of the Humboldt Beacon newspaper insert to have an article done 

on this loan.  Curator Service also reported on her recent work upgrading the exhibits on typewriters, seals and other 

office equipment.  She has reorganized the typewriters to display them in chronological order (the oldest dating from 

the 1870s and the latest from the 1930s), and has done the same for the adding machines (dating from the 1910s to the 

1950s).  She has also separated out the seals to create a separate exhibit.  The seals are from the following local 

organizations/bodies: the Humboldt Milling Company (Springville), the International Order of Oddfellows, Fortuna 

Merchandizing Company (incorporated 1895), Fortuna Savings and Loan (founded 1888), Notary Public (Humboldt 

County), Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, Order of Railway Conductors, Los Amegos Civic Club of Loleta, and 

the Poultry Producers of Northern California (incorporated 1925). 

2. City of Fortuna Staff Report 

Deputy Director Carter discussed plans to develop logos for the Parks and Recreation department and the Fortuna 

transit system.  Since neither currently have their own logo, there would be nothing to remove and replace, making for 

a simple transition.  The idea is under discussion to hold a logo design competition, which would be publicized at 

Fortuna High School as well as at other local educational institutions.  Connected with this is the need to develop a 

mission statement for the Fortuna parks, and in general to look at ideas for updating and re-branding.  Carter also 

reported on other recent/upcoming upgrade work at the park.  The transit system has gotten a new van, replacing one 

from 1997.  This purchase was grant-funded.  This spring the Parks and Recreation department office will be getting 

accessibility upgrades, and the staff will have a temporary office in the next-door recreation building while renovations 

are in progress.  There will also be renovation on the rodeo grounds, which will be completed by the time of this year’s 

rodeo.  In addition, the pavilion floors are being re-finished.  Councilman Strehl shared the news that the new city 

manager will begin work on April 1 and the new finance director on April 25. 
 

VII. COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

Commissioner Murray: None.  Commissioner Scolari: Reported that the Relic Accumulators’ Club has decided not 

to formally disband at this time, and is meeting at the Lutheran church in Ferndale. The club is evaluating whether to 

continue operating as a nonprofit.  Since the club has not disbanded, they can be included in the roster of participants 

in the “community loan” display program.  Commissioner Zana: None. 
 

VIII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

Ideas for producing new Fortuna postcards (one proposed idea being to feature the new Rays mural)   
 

IX. ADJOURN 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:19 p.m, Murray/Zana. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Alex Service, Fortuna Depot Museum Curator       

Thru: Linda McGill, City Clerk                          
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